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diseaticfaction with exicting conditions--had been persuaded to periorm
minor acts of espioneage and then had been bvlackmalled or terrorized into
continued cooperalliol.

Apparently many others were genulnely won over by the Communist in-
doctrination program, which the 00 carried out cn an individual basis
during the preliminary stage (when proespective members were being assessed
by the 00) and which continued during a probationary perilod when lhe new
members took part in an 00 cell. From the date of his acceptance as a
probatiocnary member the new adherent wags exXpected to perfoqggﬁie dusles
of a regular Party member: attend 00 cell meetings, ctudy Party publica-
tions, pay Party (00) dues, and report to the 00 any infcrmation about
his military uwnit which would be of Interest.

Intelligence targets Included all statistical date--rames, functions,
and locations--or all military, police, and gendarmerie units, lists of
ammunition end arms, any confidential instructicns issued, any trips or

. misslons ¢f the American military edvisers, etc, Informetion vrocured
_,((',1 from Lhe securlty services reportﬁdlér/waﬁ tnal affecting Tudeh Party (cr
C

| dﬁ-“” 00) security, i.e., instructions orl{correspondence concerning pending
Eﬁw arrests or)survoillances, statoments made by arrested Tuden Party members,
T Bhe '

" L By August 1954, the OC had in its LOSSes iom_detéile@ﬁinfofaéiibm
ﬁnﬁj%ij&bOut the strength and disposition of éveryczimy, géndarmerie, pollce,
W and Alr Force uni%)in Iran. ''he 00 allegedly knew the locatior and de-

g 0 scription oif' everyjpiece of military equipment supplied by the United
i States. It can e agsumed that all infcrmation of possible interest to
the Soviets was passed to them. Allegedly there was evidence of a _ink

between the 00 and @ Scviet intelligence legal resident agent in Iran.

Formation of the 00 is stazed to heve begun about 1941, shortly after
the Allled occupation. The CO grew most rapldly under tenure of govern-
ments most lenient toward the Tudeh Party, with the greatest expansion
occurring under Mossszdeg In 1953, To dete 1ittble hus beern uncovered about
1ts past achievements, but 1t is known that the 00 dispatched seversl
members to Azerbaijen in 1945 to participate in the revolt there. In
195C the 00 agsisted in the escape of ten high-ranking members of the
Tudeh Party, most of whom had been imprisoned since the attempt on the
l1fe of the Shah in ecarly 1949; the escape operatlon was undertaken to
strengtnen the Tudeh Party Cerntrel Committee. 8Some Q0 merbers in the Adlr
Force nad set fire to several planes of tne Iraniesn Air Force in Septem-
ber 1953, reportedly to build up morale of Tudeh members and tc chow
Mosgsadeq supporters what the Tudeh was capable of accomplishing. The 00
had also given refuge to at least one prominent political offender,

2
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1. INTRODUCTION: OSUMMARY OF DATA AVAILLABLE

Disclosure of an extensive Tudeh Party (Communist) network in Iranien
security sorvices came sbout through the arrest on August 16, 1954 of =
Tudeh Party member who had been under surveillance by Iranian authorities,
Through admissions made by the arrested Communist and through documents
which were discovered in his possession, an Officers' Organization (0Q) of
the Tudeh Party was uncovered and more than 45O 2dditional arrests made
possible. Oubsequent arrests--made poscible by the first one--and raids
on 00 installiations also were productive in uwncovering Iranian police,
Army, gendarmerie, and Alr Force officers whe performed responsibie roles
in the Tudeh Off1cers’' Orgsesnization. Among stretegle posts occuplied by
Tudeh activists were: the commandant of the Prime Minister's personal
bodyguard, the sccurlty officer reszponrnsible for clearling names of pro-
spective appointees for Irenien and United States military authorities,
end the Iranlan Aruwy's chief counter-inteiligence officer in The Abadsan
011 area.

Although to aatce therc appear to have been no officers involved who
were higher than the rank of colonel, it i1s obvious that the Tudeh 00 had
gt 1ts command persons of sufficient influence to assist 00 members 1in
obtaining promotions snd positions of Ttrust. The 00, 1T undiscovered,
reportedly would have been capable, upon signal, of effecting simultanecus
assaccinations of the Sheh, Prime Minicter, most Cabinet mecubers, key N
menbers of the Oenale and Majlis, most Governors General, and key wmilitary
comrznders.

The two main purposes of the 00 zeem to have been; (a) to acquire
intelligernce information of value to the 00 itsell and to en undetermined
Soviet intelligence service, and (b) to expand to the point where success-
ful penetratbtion had been achieved in every unlt of the military and police
forces Tor espionage, sebotage, or any other activiiy deeread negessary Ly
the 00 or the Tudeh Party. Contlinuous sctivity was caerrilied on oy the 0O
to ettract new mewberg, and 00 adherents werc rcquired to submlt reports
concerning persons they believed were prospecilve recrults.

Reportedly some members of the 00 nad Joined it believing at {irst
1t was an independent, reformist group; subsequently learning tnat 1T was
Tudeh-dominated, they are stated to have found themselves soO deeply in-
volved in Communist activity that fear of blackmail or other forms of
pressure caused them to contlinue to cooperate. Low morale and pessimism
allegedly caused by dissatisfaction with condliions 1n the Iranian Arwmy
and iIn the other military services led several of tThesec officers To be-
lieve they had nothing to lose and possibly sometaing To gain by throwing
in their lot with the Communistc. Otherc--algco reporiedly due to
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The headquarters organization of the 00 was patterned aflter that of
a nationel Commurist Party. It included a Centrul Comwniliee (Comitlee
of the 00), which theoretically held supreme authority in the 00 and was
composed of 00 repregsentatives from the entire country; an Exccutive (Come-
mittee (the 00 Executivc Bozrd or Board of Secretarics); and s Polltburo
(in the 00, the Thrce-Man Board), which provicded daily direction over
administrative and operational sctivities  Thus, the 00 of Lhe Tuden
Purty, like its parent organization and like every other typical national
Commuinist Party, was based on the principle of demccratic centrallism--an
00 exccutive body, once clected, had ungquestioned authority ard, theoret-
ically at least, exercised collective leadership. Each member cf the
Executive Board not only headed one of the 0C's [ive princival functional
sections-~-information, propaganda, training, finance, and organizatlion--
but alsc assistcd with the direction of cne or more of the otrhers.

From mid-July 1954 to the time &f the arrests, the Three-Man Becard
had the primary responsibility for directing 00 activities. It was com-
posed of three members of the Board of Secrevaries, who provided funds
and equipment for 00 operations, dencrmined the means of comuunication,
and prescntea repeorts and regol utiong to the broader directing organ of
the 00, thec Board of Secrctaries or the Executive Board. Approval of tne
Thre=-Man Board was necessary before contact could ve made between military
and nonmlilitery Tudeh Party members and before 00 members cculd Travel
abrcad. It maintained an office which operated dally. Presunably the
Three-Man Board haa been sct up because security consideratiors made
gniBLler, LO88 SOREDLCUSHE MEbhatpl Heesusary.,

The Board of Secretaries (or BExecutive Roard) met once a week and
was responsible as a whole for corganization, training, information, prop-
aganda, and finance activitics. XIaenh one of its members headed a sceticn
which carried out one of thesce asctivities and in addition wos responsible
for certain organizaticnal units-=-sucn as 00 cells in the police, ger-
darmerie, Alr Force, etc. Thne Board ol Secretsries reportedly was elected
et a "general meeting of the Organigzation from among members ¢ The Com-
miteee ©Of The QrEgyizatior. Tre Board of Scecretarics maintained contact
with the Tudeh Party Ceontral Commnittec through a lialcon officer who met
wlth the Boerd at every other meeting.

i

The Committee of the Organization wac made up of Branch kesponscibleg
of the geven ‘lehran branches (pelice, gendarmcrie, medical, Air Force,
end threc Army brarches--line officers, infantry, and Army school), plus
four provincial reprcﬂentaulvean Bach Conmittee member or Branch Respon-
cible was in turn responsible for a cell of Cell Responsibles; the latler
were each responsible for a varyins number of cells. It 18 nect certain
that the last Organization Cormitt=2e clected had ever actually met and
TURCTIONGE A8 B group, prougbly bLeREUge P BoONPLTY COnEldergTions,
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A large part of the income for 00 activities zpparently came from
membership dues. Meumbers whe received higher salaries and wno had
fewer expenses paid more than others. Contributions were sometimes made
for imprisoned Tudeh Party members or their families. Allegedly, addis
tional sums werce acquired for 00 purposes by embezzlement carried ocut by
Tudeh Party civilian members employed in certeain government-operated
firms. There are s few indications that funds for 00 use were supplied
by foreign sources.

A mixed staff of Tudeh civilian and military personnel wag set up
following the overthrow of the Mossadeq government on August 19, 1953 to
carry out sabotage operations and wmilitary treining. Tor a while a
program was in effect whereby certain OO0 members were responsible for
giving paramilitery instruction to groups of civilian members of the
Tudeh Party. The Party allegedly decided to discontinue Tthis activity
a, few weeks after the program nad been in force; there 1s some evidence,
however, that the treining of nonmilitary perconncl wac discontinued for
a time, then resumed.

b

—
Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000400030005-9



Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000400030005-9
P——

-1

II. CSTRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS CF F

EADQUARTERS ELEMENTS OF "Hi OO

Ags stated previously, after wmid-July 1954 primary responsibllity for
everyday direction of 00 affairs apparently rested with the Three-Man
Board, which consisted of three members of the Executive RBoard. Kespon-
B1lbllities of the Three-Man Board included (a) providing for the procure -
ment and financing of safehouses and other secret ingtallations, including
office space and equipment, (b) presenting reports to the DBoard of Sec-
retvaries (Hey%ﬁﬁpApabi;an)ﬁ (¢) determining communicalion methods and
channels, (d) approving any contacis made between civilian menibers of" the
Tudeh Party and meubers of the 00, (&) approving (or disepproving) plans
ol 00 meubers to travel abroad, (+) approving cxpenses which were within

nominal sum, and (g) appointing and dispatcrning inspectors to the
provinces. The Threc-Man Board was an execubtive wiit which cerried ouf

ecisione of the Board of Secretaries (or Executive Board). 'Tne emphaggé
of its work appears 1o have been concerned with I'inances, orgsnization,
and 1ntelligence questions.

1. Board of-Secretgrig; (or IxXccutive Doard). Memvershiip of (hils body
was Ifrom five to seven members, with each menmber responsible for either
organization, finances, propaganda, training, or information activities.
It appears thal the Board of Scerctaries actually served ac a cupremc
governing vody or staff of the 00 until July 1954, with the Three-Man
Board having that role subsequent to that date. heportedly the Board of
Secretaries had liaison with the Central Comailtee of Lhe Tudeh Party
through one member of the laiter who served =5 & "Political Responsible”
or the 00 and briefed the Board of Secretaries on current developments
and provlems of the 'lideh Party. #

<. Organization Section. Three members of Lhe Board of Secretaries
served as functiornaries of Lhe Organization Section. 'I'his appears to
nave been true in the case of cach of the other functional cections. As
in any other Communist Party organ.ization, the Org Secretary kept the
statutes,; membership lists, cte. Oune 00 official served as overall cohief
of the sccetion, while a second functionary of the Organization Seection

was concerned with security matters and documents and the thirid with

training and provinecial affaire. For ceveral weeks prior to tne arrest
frpan - % o E. = @ :
?f p?e OfTflcers, all rcports dircctecd to the Chief of the Information
oection were routed first through the Chief of Lhe Organization Section,
allegedly to permit him to excerptl any information of o?ganizatioﬁal
inte?gst. .More11¢hely, nowever, this routing system wac arranzed to
peruit the Org Secretary and his agsistants to zece information pertaining
to security and counter-intelligence matters and to take essential pre-
cautionary measwres, 4

i
J

~ ” “_”_i '
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3. Finence Section. A gendarmerie colonel who had been alfiliated with
the 00 since 1945 or 1946, and who was also a member of the Three-Man
Board, served as Chief of the TFinance Sccticn., Allegedly one Tinance
officer of the 00 deposited approximately 200,000 rials monthly in &
Tehran Bank for the 00. Apparently none ol tne arrested officers admitted
that the 00 received foreign financial aid; however, tne fact that the 00
owned several new automobiles and rented a nmumber of expensive safehouses
would indicate that foreign aid was furnished. It sceems doubtful that the
00 could have afforded these luxurice in addition to its regular montnly
exXpenses, %uch as aiding lamilies of deserted Army officers, priconers'

families, and so on. (See paragraph 17 for further informatlon about OO
finances. )

L, Training Section. Specific details of the cupervision over tne train-
ing program which was provided bty this section are currently rnot known.
Appparently it was ideologicel treining rather than paramilltary training
over which it had jurisdiction. Presumably arrangementis for Tudeh Party
civilian instructors to lecture for 00 cells were made by tnls sectblon,
working through the liaison with the Tudeh Party Central Committee.

5. Information Section. It is known that this section, through CO mem-
bers in the various units of the military and security services, had ac-
cese to all intelligence information of significance in Iran. The ol-
ficers who were malnly recponsible for the functioning of this section
@pnalertly escaped arrest and thus detaills of the operations of this sec-
tion at the directing level are not known. It seems possible that many

of the 00 members may have been contributing information which was largely
of interest to the Tuden Party's (and 0O0's) p?@paganda activities and that
only certain StraLEéICﬂllY placed OC memberes procurec information which
actually constituled Intelligence infOﬂmatlﬂﬁﬁ Certain of the latter
persons appear to have been drawn into neis or apparats which workead
directly for a Soviet inteliigence service.

§. Propuganda Section. One 00 officer, ascicted by two other members oI
the Board of Secretarieg, reportedly wes responsible for the propaganda
program cf the 00. ‘ney prepared articles for Tudeh Pary; tracts and
apparently for a time prior tc the arrests of August 1954 published a bul-
letin for exclusive 00 consumption. Reportedly the Tudeh Party ToOk care
of the technical details--printing, supply of newsprint,; etc.--for all the
publications.

7. The "Staff", Following the overthrow of Mossadeq or Augusl 19, 1953
and for an undeterumined period of time, the Central Committee o tne Tudeh
Party set up a Jjoint military-civilian "Staff" for carrying ouv operations
such as sabotage, military training, and othcr activitiles the ultimate

6
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purpose of which was the overthrow oI the HOVO?ﬂmPHt Only two members

of the Q0 eppareanbtly served on the ”Staf ,” ithougnh the entire program
providing for paramilitery training of c ill&ﬂu may nave been superviscd
by an 00 wmeuber, an infantry offluﬂ WO iﬁ revorted to have been in

charge of the details of the training and of dI;aHQEMEHtE for the con-

tact between the instructors and the trainces (nonmilitary Tudeh Party

members), a function he accomp-ished with tae assistence ol the Provin-
clal Commlttee.

The "Staff" arranged for the Lraining of civilian Tudeh Farty mem-
bers in 20-man groups by approxXximately 20 officers of the 00. The In-
struetion provided Ffor training in the use of rif'les, pistoles, and hand
grenades, and in street-fighting tochniques, mountaineering, tracking,
defense asgainst knife attack, recognition of landmarks, cstimation of
distances, etc. The "Stalff" examined the possivility of starting guer-
rilla warfare in certain forested areas of Irarn, bubt ruled outl Ulhls
action as impractical. Reportedly it was az a result of a "Staft" de-
cision that several Iranian Air Force plancs were destroyed 1n 1953.

8. The Committee of the 00. As previously stated, the Branch Responsi-
bles of the seven branches of Tenrzsn, plus four representatives from the
provinces, tformed the Committec of the C0. Tn those provinces where the
00 had cells of Cell Responsibles, represcentatives were electcd for The
Cognittee; in provinces wherd there were no cells of Cell Responﬁib?eﬂ
duge to the limltea numoder of'mblwerh, then the remaihirg representatlves

'-'li—-!'-\-.—.h,"":‘-—— ———

were appointed by the Roard of Secretaries to make the Commitiee's total

_mcmggzﬁrlﬂ cleven--seven Trom Tenrar and four from the provinces. Gan-

didates for memberzship in the QOC Committes had To te approved by the
Central Committee of the Tudeh Party. The Committec's praincipal Tunction
was to examine renorts prepared by the Tive functioral scctiong of the

00 (organization, provaganca, training, finance, and informatior)., The
reports were discussed first by the Execulive Board and then were pre-
sented to the cleven-man ccmmittee, wnhicn studied and criticilzed them

and presented new projects to Ve carried ocut by tac Executive Board.
Theoretically, the Committee of the 00 had the right to change or To re-
elect any member of the Boarda of Secretaries.

9, Bvancho of the 00: (General. As ctated previously, the seven
branchcs in Tenrsn were; one branca of gendarmori@ off'icers, one branch
of police officerg, cne in the medical corps, onc in the Alr Forcec and
three Army braaches--line officers, infantry, and Army school, A group
of 00 funciionaries resporsible for provincial afflalirs supposedly con-
stituted ancther branch. Ir general, the cells and branches were Lo
work toward thc O0's _two mair objectives: (z) expansion, Tor the
ultimate purposc of: waging a scuccesstul revolution; (o) collecting in-
formation ?/jvaluc to the 00's propagandz progrew and for 1ts milltary

S
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goals, Courier sewvice between the individual brancres and headquarters
units was generslly Laﬂriﬂﬁ out by 00 oificers not nelqﬁgﬁng to the brancn
for which they performed this function.

The seven branches in Tehran easch had a cell of Cell Responsitles,
with one, two, or three cells subject tc esch of them. Each cell con-
sisted of three to six memwbers. When tne number of members in a cell
(presumably an ordinary or base cell) exceeded four or five members,
then the cell was divided into sub-cells.

Lach cell elected a representative, who, with other representatives,
met and formed a cell of Cell Responsibles; cells usually had a second
Responsible who was to teke over in the absence or trancfer of the (Cell

esponsible. ‘I'ne Cell Responsibles also elected their Regponsible, who
was called the 3ranch Recponsivle, The Cell of Resporsibles also had =
cecond {or Deputy) Branch Responsible, The Branch Responsinles were
propcsed by the Executive Board to the Cell of Responsibles, but the
latter were reportedly free to elect the candidate #ﬁed by the Board or
to elect arother person 4o the post.

10. Strength in the Provinces. Much effort was reportedlv made to have
more CO members located ir those provinces wiere Loe Tudeh Party wae
strongest. Il was sometimes a problem to locate officers 1n areas wherce
the 0O wanted tnem because transfers were dependent on Army personnel
action. . Thereforc, although it was desirsble to locate them where the
Party was strongest it did not always work oui that way. When members
found themselves in aress not considered Zmportant by the CO, the latter
ordered them to avply for transfers toc provinces in which the 00 wus
interested. Meumbers were instructed to follow up their transfer actions
seriously, and wherever possible the 00 itself took steps through the
local personnel scction of a military unit to secure an individual'c

trancster.

11, Recruitment. For 2 years prior to the arrests of August 1954 the
procedure for goiring the Tudeh Officerﬁ‘ Orgpnnyatioﬂ ‘nad been the same
as that for joining the Tudeh Party. A somewhat formal introduction
procedure was followed whereby menmbers preﬁentea tc the Boara c¢f Sec-
retaries (aftcr July 195k, the Three-Man Board) a report providing =z
description of the character of the prospective recruit. The latter was
flrst acceplted as & sywmpathizer; during this period he was in touch only
with the person sponsoring him end he independently studied litersture
conteining disguised Communist propaganda.

The OO0 member contacting the new sympathizer did not exvplain that
2e was a member of the Organization., Wien Lhe 00 member was convinced

of She sympathizer's "integrity" ne could send in zrnother report to 00

®

st
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headquariers and, if approved, the sympathizer would become & probationary
member and would be assigned a probationary member's number--a three-digit
number. He remained a probationary meuwver for 6 months or longer, de-
pending on whether ne was judged ready to accept 00 responsibllities and
obligatiocns and on the amount of confidence the Party had in him. When
he became a full member he was assigned.a four-diglt number which was

the sum of the mumber 1,111 and the provationary number.

The sympuathizer paid no membership fees, but if willing wmade con-
tributions, nominally for ihe relief of poor families who were connected
with the Party. Once accepted as a provationary mcuwber, he had to attend
cell meetings, pay mewbership Tecz, obscrve the discipline of the Organi-
zation, carry out the prescribed "self-improvewment" zctivities, take part
in tae political training program of the cell, acquire information per-
taining to his military unit, and suomit reports. In gernieral, the re-
ports to be conlrivuted by the trainces were of the same nature as those
submitted by officisl mombers of the CO. The trainees, like officisl
members, were ooligated to report everything they observed in their places
BL QL. |

l2. Ideological Training. Until 1951 a candidate for the 00 was asked

ekl

=l

to study the Constitution and Regulations of the Tudeh Party before being
acceptea as a trainee, but from that date on this step was eliminated.
Probably the change in procedure was due to two factors: (L) +*o ensure
better security for the 00 by not disclosing it as a Communict organizea-
tion until Lhe new member had recached 2 more advanced stage of develop-
ment, and (2) to avoid alaruing or discouraging the sympathizer by re-
vealing the entire subversive and revoluticnary aims of the organization
before he was completely convinced of the Communist cause.

Amcng the books used by the 00 to win and sustain the loyalty of
sympathizers and trainees reportedly were the following: The Econowmlc
ILiTe o Man, Know the Socicty, hconomics, ete, Books relating the events
of the Chinesc Communist revolution were apparently rather commonly dis-
tributed among new sympadhlzers,; among thesc were reportedly The New

Democracy, by Mao Tse-tung, and rrom Seml-Colony to Pepular Democracy-

continuous and consistent efforts were made to cultivabe the loyaity

OT membergs of the 00 throughout their assoclation with the mevement .
Although the training program of the 00 avpears to nave core largely
under the administration of one meumber of the Board of Secretarics (or
Executive Board), the Central Committee of the Tudeh Party also tock =&
direct Interest in the ideclogical training of 00 adherents. A short
time before the arrests of Auguct 1954, the Central Committee had ap -
pointed civilian ingtructors or speskers who altended meetings of the

D

Approved For Release *=R®¥&DP78-00915R000400030005-8



Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000400030005-9
FRRIRES

Cell Responsibles of the 00 and provided party and political Training.
"Tacknical lessons' given during lhese occaglons als aln i €
on current international political affairs.-

13, 00 Espionage. BIforts were muade by the 00 tc procure all informetion
which could eid its ultimate objegiive--to overtarow the monaerchical Torm
of governmernt in Iran and establish & Pecple's Democrscy. Ag gtateq, the
intelligence procurcment cfforts ot individugl members of tne 00 were re-

lated to the particular post and wnit irn whicn they were located. .

Because
of the thorough penetration achieved by the 00, with members in every
branch of Iranian military and security cservicec, the intelligence coversge
was extremely tThorough.

eportedly in 0O pcssesgion at Tae time O3 the arrests Lo August 1954
were order-of-battle reports, officer-cof-the-guerd rosters, ATMY crdnance
figures, stabtisbticsl reports concerunlirg Tronian artillery units stationead
on the northern fTrontier; etc.

L

pro-Mossadeq groups being formed among Army perconnel and TO nave achiieved
8 partially successful peﬁetrablo GF tha Notional Resicstance Movement
(NRM), a loose ccllection ol po. 1ticael elements opposed to the present
regime.

The 00 ic stated alac to have hed information sovout anti-government,
g

= T

opecif%c targets about Thich 00 mewbhers nad spperently been directed
to report were: (&) speeches wade by commancing o$¢1eevq, (o) missions

. Or trips made DY American military advisers, an“ (2) confildentiel circulars
aha reports distributed by Iranien militery and securlty SETVICES &

" — SO s, el e

From its adherents smong the police force, the 00 wanted inforwatlon
ebout confidential circulars or correspondence CoOncerning arrests or sur-
veillences. From informetion of this nature, the 00 knew what security
preceutions it had to tzke.

I- 1led here rnat The Depo*"t C)J.1 whe HO:}TRT Commission SR Idie ANl

It may bve reca
ing Soviet and Communis® Party espionage activities in Careda in the
ear’y 1940C's showed certain prominent we wbers of the Labour-Progressive
Perty of Canada (Communist) attending secret vparvy cell (study group)
mecetingc as otgervers and instructors. In sonme instances they are known
to have used such occasions to do "talent spotting” (for espionage) or
to collect information Trom individusls sttending the cell meeTings.

1C
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14, Information for Propaganda Use. Some of the information collected
by CO members was to be used 1or sxitation-propagands work.

neiaded 1n
this category were reports shout embezzlements, bribery, or otner inci-
dents of corrupticn 1n the Iranian services which were related in Party
bulletins. Information of this nature was routed toe the Propuganda
cection of the 00, where the three responsible functionaries prepared
articles for Party amd/or 00 tracis,

L5, Evidence of Soviet Intelligence Connection with 00 Activities.
Allegedly some of the arrcested officers admitted thal the 00 worked for
the Soviets and tnat its principal activity for them was the procurement
of inltelligence ‘nformation. It is reascnab.e Lo assune Lherelore that
gll information of possible interest to the Soviets was passed to Them.
As previously stated, theore reoportedly was sonme cvicdencec of a link be-

¥
tween thoe OO and g SOVL&t intelligence iegal resgident agent in 1lran.

-
—
-

e
16, Communicaetion Channels of the 00. The 00 appeared to have relied
almost exclusively on couriers Tor Tre transmittal of 00 communications .
A scrious def'ect appearc to have bech its Tendency to rely cn toc few 00
igpctlonarlou for tnis work., Conecquently, when one 00 courier was ar-
regted a lerge portion of the organization was likely to be cxposed
For Wﬂqtauuc, following the arrests of August 1954, it was found tla one
pollice officer had served as a commurnications Lirnk with a contact of QO
hcadgquarters for frive branchec ¢t the 00. Not only did he serve ag a
gourielr Ior Beeret 00 corieupondenco, but for a short time before his ar-
Feset He hod Berved £i86 1o distrivlle pUbliediionsg 1o 00 pErgorrel, 4L
1is ¢f interest tnat he did not serve as a courier for the branch of which
ne was a member.

In the routing of reports from branches and cells to any 00 head-
gquarters unlit, somewnet dizgulised designations nad been dﬁveloped to
indicate the specifiic addressse. For instance, envelopes gocing to the
Organizetion Seclion were marked napely,” theose going to the Propaganda
Section were designated "eloguent,” ete. For an undetermined pericd of
time before the arrests there had been, it appears, an increasingly
greater tenderncy to uee oral rather than written communications,

Concerning communicaticns with the provincees, 1t has been reported
that these were maintained either by correspondence (presumahly Via secrel
mail drops) or through members troveling between Tehran and the AT,
In certain provinces wherce the Recponcible was in contact with a nonmilil-
tary Party mewber (cuch contactc were cotabliched in the provinces by
permission of the Party), the ordinary Party channels were also used for
communication vetween the G0 in Tehran and the 00 in Lhe province, The 00
functionary (in Tehran) in charge of the provincial branches transmitted
the letters and/or pubiications tc the uden Party in ‘Yehran; tney were

21
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then sent by the Party to the provinces through Tudeh Parly channels, The
material was then passed to the person in charge of the 00 in that province
through the local committec of the Tudech Party.

Methods of transwmitting information procured by the 00 to a Sovietl
intelligence service have not been claritiea. 'There are indlecations that
direct comrmunication chennels may have been functioning in Tehran between
Tudeh Party intclligence components and an undetermined Soviet 1ntelligence
service. It has also been reported that the 00 had placed a number of men
1n 8 speclal unit authorized to cross the Soviet border to dea’ with such
incidents as strayed flocks and i1llegal entrants. These men reporledly
formed one channel through which military information was passed to Soviet

intelligence,

Iialson between the Tudeh Party and the 00 was conducted on the high-
est echelon by a member of the Central Commlittee of the Party; at least
two clvilians--both businessmen--carried out liaison on lower levels.

17. TFinances., Recports concerning the montaly income cf tThe OC have varled
considerably: one statement quoted the flgure at 6,000 to 7,000 tomens
monthly (750 to 875 American dollers); another report gave the figure as
3,000 to 4,000 tomens monthly (between $375 and $500); 1t 1s not posslble
to know which of thesgjfigures is correct. Many of the 00 expenses seen

to have been met by income which was derived from mewbership dues and
contributions. Money collccted for newgspapers, books, and other publlica-
tions was an additional source of income. Allegedly the dues veriled
according to the income and obligations of the members--those wvhno recelved
higher salarles and who had comparatively Tew expenses pald more than

otheres.

Money (membership dues, contributions, payments for party literature)
wag collected by the Branch Responsibles and forwarded to tiae Chief of
the Finance Section. FExpenses and payments due were dlscussed 1n advance
by the Board of Secretaries, and the Finance Officer was authorized to
meke payments ag these were approved by the Board. At the end oI each
month & financlel stetement was submitted to the Board of Secretaries.
Funds collected were deposited in & Tehran Denk In the neme of one of the

O0C members.

Recelpts were issued to Q0 members for payment of dues. These were
1sgued in denominations of 5-, 10-, 20-, 50-, and 100-rlal notes which
were 3 x 2 centimeters in size (sometimes smeller) and of violet cclor,

12
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Anmong expenditures of tne 00 the following would appear to have .been
outstanding: (a,r rental of an undetermlned number of salehouses, (b) pur -
chase and operating expcrnscs of scveral automobiles, (¢) contributions to
political prisoners and their Tgmilileg, (d) ﬁont“ibu+ion5 to Tamilies of
deserted officers, (e) payment for "technical lessons,’ which apparently
referred to training in poliftical indocctrination géven for 00 cells by

civilian Tudeh Parly functionaries.

18. 00 Personnel and Security Practices. ITor ecach member o1 the 00 a
record was maintained showing his post and rating in the Orgenilzation, and
commendations and demerits which he had received. This allegedly wags Kcpt
in a code devised on = mathematical system, Commendation was expressed by
the cell, the cell of Cell Responsibles, the Boerd of Secretaries, and by
the Central Committee of the Tudeh Party. The highest form of 2owmmendation
was a statement signed by the Secretary-General of tac Tudenh Party and
bearing the ceal of the Central Committee.

As a reward for good work, members were scomebimes proumoted to higher
rank. 00 posts were ordinarily filled by perscns voted into office &at
the time of the general clections (held once every 2 years), but if any
member showcd outstanding performesncce and devotion to duty, one Oor TWO
newly crecated cceclls would be placed under his command.

Reportedly Lhe 00 had seldom found it neceszary (o punish Lis members
for work poorly done. When, however, a momber failed to perform hils duties
or showed indifference in “”t&bllshlﬂg cortact, he wag expclled from the
Organization. Thig was not cdonc abruptly cnd the member was not told.
Gredually the contact with him was broken and eventually he fouad himself
out of the orgenization.

Because the 00 was copposed to toreign travel expected to l2sT more
than 6 months, its members wcre obliged to inform it and to have its con-
sent before going abroad either for continuing their education or for any

other purpose. In spite of this ruling, however, certain 00 oflicers
apparently did go avbroad without 00 consent.

To prevent hogtile penetration the 00 gave ctudied attention to candl-
dates who were presented for membership in the 00, and sericus zifort was
made to pwtﬂﬁfhﬁ‘ﬁjﬁ'fhejr thoroueh indoctrinaticn during the early years
of thelir sssociallion with the 00. Throughout their assoclistion with the
00, members are apparently subjected to systematic and continuliag poiitical
.1naoctr*ﬂat ion to ensure their shsolute loyalty and guarantce taeir will-
ingness to engeage in 4llegal activitics, Meellings appear to be restricted
to gatherings of three or four members at & time, with tnese taging place
in members' . .homes. Meetings between two 00 members (couriers) for the
purpose of transmitting reports from one to the other apparently occur on
busy streets. |

L
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